CHAPTER III

THE  CHANCELLORSHIP  OF BULOW

WHEN, in 1900, Prince Hohenlohe retired, worn
out with the weight of years, and the pin-pricking
of an unruly Reichstag and an unsympathetic Press,
there was one person to whom the eyes of the Kaiser
naturally turned, Count (since Prince) von Billow, who
had been Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs since the
middle of 1897. He had already given active and able
assistance in the process of ringing up the curtain for
the new piece. The occupation of Kiao Chow, the
acquisition of a German foothold in Polynesia and Samoa,
the project over which the Kaiser and his Minister, after
making a trip to the East together, were already brood-
ing, of a Bagdad Railway, with its infinite possibilities,
were " prologues to the omen coming on." Not less
significant was the passing in 1897-98 of the first Navy
Law, of which Billow was an enthusiastic supporter, and
the wreckage by Germany, no doubt under his instruc-
tions, of the first Hague Conference in 1899. Here there
seemed to be a man after the Kaiser's own heart.

He was of a different type from any of the prede-
cessors. He was still relatively young, and the Kaiser,
who has not, perhaps, much reason to love him, bears
witness to the charm of his personality, his conversational
and linguistic powers, and the width and versatility of
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